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ABSTRACT

This research aims at understanding the differences between expert and general users perceptions regarding publication
preferences for Korean classics collations and translations in order to formulate future directions for these materials. For this
purpose, an overview of changes in publishing in general as well as current status of collation/translation of Korean classics
in particular are being identified. An online questionnaire was carried out in order to collect data regarding perceptions and
preferences of expert users and general users of Korean classics. The results are based on the analyses of more than 1,000
responses. The analyses show that electronic books will not completely replace printed books and publishing both electronic
and printed books in tandem for the time being is most preferable in order to satisfy varying user needs. Statistical analysis
shows differences in terms of use value, value from possession, and readability of electronic and printed books in the two groups
of users. However, as for the value of preservation by relevant institutions, there was a statistical difference between two groups
towards printed books unlike their electronic equivalents. The research shows strong preference towards printed forms of classics
collations and translations for the purpose of scholarly research and translation. Actual usage statistics reveal much heavy
use of online database of classics translations compared to the use of available electronic books. For future publishing decisions
for classics collations and translations will need to take into consideration of their special characteristics and symbolic nature.
Proper representation of these materials into electronic format would require a standardized platform that enable various uses
in different environments.

AQE: 2AH, AN, AN, Fold, A
Korean Classics, Collations, Translations, Printed book (p-book), Electronic book (e-book)
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