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ABSTRACT

This study aims to grasp how to understand the difference in return on investment (ROI)
or the cost-benefit ratio in forty-two domestic and overseas studies of library valuation, using
a meta-analytical review method. Meta-analysis, a quantitative analysis on the findings of
previous studies, was conducted to gather the general findings and lessons from prior empirical
research. The results of meta-regression analysis indicate that the pattern of findings is consistent
with our expectations regarding the effect of benefit scope and per capita GDP included in the
ROI figure. This study appears to be the first meta-analytical review conducted on library
valuations and the findings provide strong implications for the policy-making process.
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